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ABSTRACT
Objective: This research was conducted with the aim of identifying and explaining the

harms caused by educational poverty and its consequences on educational equity and
development.

Method: Applied, based on a qualitative approach, and conducted using the thematic
analysis method. The participant community included education managers and
specialists in educational sciences, who were selected through purposive sampling
based on the principle of theoretical saturation. Thus, 13 individuals participated in the
data collection process. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews and
analyzed using the thematic analysis pattern at three levels: basic, organizing, and
overarching themes. To enhance the validity and reliability of the results, participant
review, peer assessment, and the use of external observers were employed.

Results: The research findings led to the identification of 50 basic themes and 25
organizing themes, which were categorized into five overarching themes:
“Infrastructural and Environmental Inequalities,” “Educational Deprivation,”
“Inequality in Learning Quality and Lack of Skills,” “Weak Human and Managerial
Capital,” and “Psychological and Social Problems.” Furthermore, factors influencing
the formation and continuation of educational poverty were identified across four
dimensions: economic, social, managerial, and structural. Subsequently, a set of
strategies for reducing educational poverty was presented in four general categories:
“Data-Driven Management and Optimal Resource Allocation,” “Strategic Human
Resource Empowerment,” “Targeted Compensatory-Social Interventions,” and
“Strengthening Family and Community Participation.”

Conclusions: educational poverty is a multidimensional phenomenon arising from the
complex interplay of structural, managerial, economic, and social factors. Addressing
this phenomenon requires an integrated approach and the implementation of evidence-
based policymaking within the educational system. Clarifying the harms of
educational poverty and developing corresponding solutions can provide the necessary
foundation for promoting educational equity and moving towards sustainable
development.
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Introduction

The education system is critical for human capital
development and societal progress, with its
effectiveness directly linked to pedagogical
quality and student outcomes. Educational
institutions are responsible for preparing students
for a rapidly changing world, and failure to do so
leads to individual disadvantages and reinforces
societal inequalities.  Educational equity—
providing fair opportunities for all students
regardless of background—remains a challenge
in lran, despite quantitative improvements.
National assessments indicate significant gaps in
foundational competencies and highlight issues
like school dropout, especially in underserved
regions, underscoring the system’s limitations in
developing human capital.

Educational poverty is a complex issue involving
deficiencies in basic skills, unrealized potential,
and low-quality teaching. Structural inequalities,
uneven resource allocation, and variations in
teacher quality have created a dual system, where
well-resourced schools benefit disproportionately
compared to public ones. This pervasive
educational poverty in developing contexts limits
social mobility and economic participation,
amplifying other forms of deprivation. Therefore,
this study critically examines educational poverty
through a multi-level, systemic lens, viewing it as
a dynamic issue influenced by structural,
managerial, socio-cultural, and procedural
factors.

Method

This qualitative study employed thematic analysis
to investigate educational poverty, aiming to
promote educational equity and development.
Participants included 13 experienced educational
administrators and experts (M=9, F=4) with
Master’s/Doctoral degrees, selected via purposive
sampling based on theoretical saturation.
Inclusion criteria focused on academic expertise
(relevant degrees, research in equity/poverty) and
practical experience (educational management,
policy-making, direct exposure to inequality).
Data were gathered through semi-structured
interviews (35-45 min) and document review.
Thematic analysis, involving manual coding and
data reduction, identified key components of

educational poverty. Validity and reliability were
enhanced through participant feedback, peer
review, and external expert consultation.

Results

Inventa investigationis indicant 323 themata
primaria et 27 themata ordinantia inventa esse,
quae in quinque themata comprehensiva digesta
sunt, scilicet " inaequalitates infrastructurae et
environmentalis", “privatio educationis”,
“inaequalitas qualitatis discendi et defectus
scientiae”, “debilitas  capitalis humani et
administrationis” et “problematum psychologica
et socialia”. Praeterea, factores qui formationem

et continuationem  paupertatis  educationis
influunt, in quattuor axibus oeconomicis,
socialibus, administrativis et structuralibus

agnoscuntur. ~ Postea,  series  strategiarum
reductionis paupertatis educationis in quattuor
genera comprehendens “administrationem
datorum et allocationem optimam facultatum”,
“empowerment strategicum virium humanarum”,
“interventiones compensatorias-sociales
targeting” et “fortificationem participationis
familiae et communitatis” oblata sunt.

Inventa investigationis ostendunt paupertatem
educationis phaenomenon multiplex esse, quod
ex interactione et complexitate factorum
structuralium, administrativorum,
oeconomicorum et socialium nascitur. Reductio
huius  phaenomeni requirit ~ adoptionem
comprehensivam et usum consiliorum evidens-
fundatorum in systemate educationis. Explicatio
damnorum paupertatis educationis et elaboratio
congruentium  solutionum potest praeparare
fundamentum necessarium ad aequalitatem
educationalem promovendam et ad progressum
sustinendum.

Conclusions

This research provides an in-depth, scientific
analysis of “educational deprivation,” examining
its structural and systemic roots, the key barriers
to achieving “educational equity,” and the
widespread consequences of this phenomenon.
Finally, it proposes a set of evidence-based
operational strategies to reduce educational
deprivation and attain comprehensive educational
equity.



1. Analysis of the Scientific Roots of Educational
Deprivation:

Educational deprivation is a multidimensional
phenomenon stemming from the complex
interplay of macro-economic, social, managerial,
and structural factors. These factors operate in a
positive feedback loop, intensifying cycles of
deprivation and the educational gap.

e Socio-economic Factors: Economic and
social inequalities, unequal access to
resources, and insufficient investment in
human capital directly lead to educational
deprivation. These factors affect families’
capacity to finance education, access
quality  opportunities, and  impact
children’s health, nutrition, and
psychological well-being. Social distrust
in the education system, stemming from

its inability to create employment
opportunities,  severely  undermines
educational motivation.

o Managerial-Organizational Factors:

Structural  inefficiencies in  macro-
management, planning, and
policymaking—including excessive
centralization, lack of  effective

accountability mechanisms, shortage of
specialized personnel, and inadequate
planning  for  teacher  professional
development—exacerbate educational
deprivation.

o Structural-Institutional Factors: Limited,
inflexible financial resources, inadequate
educational infrastructure, and lack of
access to modern educational technologies
create significant structural challenges,
leading to disparities in educational
quality.

Collectively, these factors reinforce a cycle where
low teaching quality leads to reduced teacher
capacity, which in turn produces inadequate
qualitative data and hinders intelligent resource
allocation, thereby deepening the educational
gap.

2. Barriers to Achieving Educational Equity:
Attaining educational equity faces systemic and
structural barriers in three main areas:

e Resource and Infrastructure Challenges:
Inadequate and unbalanced budget
allocation,  deteriorating  educational

facilities, and unequal access to modern
educational technologies.

e« Human Capital and Support Programs:
Shortage of teachers’ specialized and
interpersonal  skills, alongside the
inefficient design and implementation of
remedial programs for students with
special needs.

e Educational Management and Social
Participation: Centralized management,
limited and symbolic involvement of
families, weak oversight of school
performance, and the institutional
isolation of schools from the community
hinder the collection of vital data for
continuous and effective improvement.

3. Implications of Reducing Educational
Deprivation:

The reduction of educational deprivation carries
fundamental implications on two macro levels:

o Realization of Educational Equity as an
Efficient and Fair Learning System: This
requires ensuring equal access to
education with quality, fair distribution of
resources based on precise needs
assessment, identification and response to
individual student differences, and
continuous quality enhancement in
learning at all levels.

o Establishing Educational Equity as a
Driver of Sustainable Development:
Reducing educational deprivation
contributes to sustainable development by
enhancing human capital, fostering social
hope, reducing socio-economic
disparities, and nurturing capable and
responsible citizens.

4. Evidence-Based Operational Strategies:

e Financial Reforms: Establish a “National
Educational Equity Fund” for sustainable,
targeted financing.

e Human Capital Empowerment:
Implement incentive systems for teachers
in underserved areas and update
professional development to focus on
diagnostic  skills and differentiated
instruction.

e Infrastructure & Technology: Ensure
equitable access to broadband and modern



educational technologies through the
“Digital Bridge” program.

e Support & Remediation: Deploy an
“Early Warning and Intervention System”
for at-risk students, providing targeted
socio-educational support.

o Governance & Participation: Foster active
local networks involving parents, NGOs,
and community leaders in school
oversight.

This integrated, evidence-based approach is
capable of breaking the cycle of educational
deprivation, reducing structural barriers to social
mobility, and realizing genuine educational
equity as a prerequisite for holistic development.
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