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ABSTRACT

Objective: The present study aimed to compare the dimensions and components of
community schools in the United States, Germany, and India with the neighborhood
educational center school in Iran.

Method: The approach of this research was qualitative. The study population of this
research included documents, research reports, and domestic and foreign scientific
articles related to social schools and neighborhood educational center schools during
recent decades, in foreign databases (including ERIC, Emerald, SAGE, Taylor &
Francis, Direct Science) and domestic databases (including SID, Magiran, Noormags,
Civilica). Based on the purposive sampling method, 25 documents, articles, and
research reports related to social schools in the United States, Germany, India, and the
Neighborhood Educational Center School in Iran were selected. To determine the
validity and reliability of the data collection tool, experts' opinions and the external and
internal validity of the sources were used. Documentary and comparative-explanatory
analysis were used to analyze the data.

Results: The results of the study showed that the dimensions of social schools in the
United States, Germany, India, and also the neighborhood educational center school in
Iran include eight dimensions: policymaking, leadership, and management; school
programs; learning environment; external community; parents and families; intervening
factors; outcomes; and monitoring and evaluation along with related components and
indicators The most important difference between community schools and
neighborhood educational center schools is in the decentralized management method,
providing neighborhood-based medical services to families, creating semi-open spaces
and vibrant environments near classrooms, improving the economic conditions of the
local community and the school, and collaborating with local hospitals, churches,
clinics, colleges, and universities in running the school.

Conclusions: According to the research findings, it can be concluded that by
considering the dimensions, components, and indicators of social schools in the
countries studied, as well as the similarities and differences between social schools and
neighborhood educational centers in Iran, the planners and managers of the Ministry of
Education will prepare the ground for improving the educational, cultural, and social
status of schools by formulating relevant laws and regulations in order to transform
schools into neighborhood educational centers in Iran.
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Introduction

Community schools are defined as a place and a set of
public partnerships that connect the school, parents and
the community. The primary goal of community
schools is to provide high-quality education to children
by providing assistance to schools that require
significant support (Nyamwange, 2023). In addition,
these schools aim to strengthen families and
communities as mutually influential spheres in
children's learning and development (Galindo &
Sanders, 2019). The Fundamental Transformation of
Education Document, as a national strategic document,
mentions the school as the educational center of the
neighborhood and considers it to enable the cultural
progress of the neighborhood with the school as the
center. Therefore, planning to use local capacities in the
school and integrating formal education with social life
is considered a requirement for transforming the school
into an educational center of the neighborhood (Office
of the Parents and Teachers Association, 2019).

In view of the above, the Neighborhood Educational
Center School Program is one of the programs that has
been communicated to the departments of educational
regions and cities by the Ministry of Education since
2010. This program involves utilizing the mutual
capacities of the school, governmental and non-
governmental institutions of the local community, and
in it, school learning is linked to social life and the
distance between school and society is reduced. Given
the lack of research related to the subject in the country,
as far as the researcher has searched, it seems that
identifying the dimensions and components of
community schools in the countries under study will
greatly contribute to the formulation of laws and
regulations related to transforming school into
neighborhood educational centers in Iran. The present
study aimed to compare the dimensions and
components of community schools in the United States,
Germany, and India with the neighborhood educational
center school in Iran. Therefore, in view of the above,
the main issue in this research is: What are the
dimensions and components of community schools and
neighborhood educational center school? The

researcher is also seeking to find scientific answers to
the following question:

- What are the dimensions and components of
community schools in the United States, Germany,
India, and the neighborhood educational center school
in Iran, and what are the similarities and differences
between them?

Method

The approach of this research was qualitative, and
comparative research (Beredy model) was used in
terms of data collection method. This process was
carried out in the form of four stages: description,
interpretation, juxtaposition, and comparison. In the
first stage (description), the dimensions and
components of community schools in the selected
countries and the Iranian neighborhood educational
center school were described through a review of
theoretical foundations, domestic and foreign
documents and texts. In the second stage
(interpretation), the information that the researcher had
described in the first stage was examined. In the third
stage (adjacency), the information reviewed in the
previous stages was categorized and put together,
providing a framework to pave the way for the next
stage, which was to compare the differences and
similarities between community schools and the
neighborhood educational center school. In the fourth
stage (comparison), the research problem, namely the
dimensions and components of community schools and
neighborhood educational center school, were
examined and compared in detail based on similarities
and differences.

Sampling Procedures

The study population of this research included relevant
domestic and foreign scientific documents. Theoretical
sampling method was used to determine the sample.
Accordingly, the theoretical sampling method was used
purposefully to determine the study sample, because
information had to be obtained from scientific
documents and evidence that had been conducted in the
field of community schools and neighborhood
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educational center school. Thus, sampling was formed
based on the purpose of the research.

Sample Size, Power, and Precision

The data collection tool was a survey of first-hand and
second-hand sources in the field of community schools
and neighborhood training center schools in the
selected countries, which were available on relevant
websites and documents. Documentary and
comparative-explanatory analysis were used to analyze
the data.

Results

The results of the study showed that the dimensions of
community schools in the United States, Germany,
India, and also the neighborhood educational center
school in Iran include eight dimensions: policymaking,
leadership, and management; school programs;
learning environment; external community; parents
and families; intervening factors; outcomes; and
monitoring and evaluation along with related
components and indicators. Also, by reviewing and
analyzing the literature, similarities and differences
between community schools in the countries studied
and neighborhood educational center schools in Iran
were identified and compared in the eight
aforementioned dimensions.

Conclusions

the According to the research findings, it can be
concluded that there are similarities and differences
between community schools in the countries studied
and neighborhood educational centers in Iran, which
were identified and compared in eight dimensions:
policymaking, leadership and management; school
programs; learning environment; external community;
parents and families; intervening factors; outcomes;
monitoring and evaluation, along with related
components and indicators. Therefore, by considering
the similarities and differences between community
schools and neighborhood educational centers in Iran,
the planners and managers of the Ministry of Education

will prepare the ground for improving the educational,
cultural and social status of schools in formulating
relevant laws and regulations in order to transform
schools into neighborhood educational centers in Iran.
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