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ABSTRACT
Objective: The present study was conducted with the aim of designing a Nexus-
curricular model for the major group of humanities. Curriculum in higher education can
act as a bridge between the macro-level of decision-making and the micro-level.E

Method: In the present study, a qualitative approach and a research synthesis method
were used to explain the curriculum elements. The statistical population included
upstream documents, books, articles, dissertations, and theses related to the period from
1995 to 2025. After content analysis and axial and selective coding of the data obtained
from the document review, the initial characteristics of the Nexus curriculum elements
were extracted and then interviews were conducted with relevant experts and professors,
and their opinions were used to modify the proposed model, and the final model was
presented. MAXQDA2020 software was used to analyze the content of the documents
and interviews.

Results: According to the findings from the content analysis of documents and
interviews, in this model, 52 core codes and 11 optional codes were identified, including
accepting the temporary and variable nature of knowledge, relating course content to
new research findings, promoting a national research culture, etc., which indicated the
characteristics and elements of the Nexus Curriculum.

Conclusions: Reforms should be made in higher education curriculum to facilitate the
practical use of Nexus curricula in higher education. Also, the most effective factor in
designing and implementing Nexus curriculum was the university's support for
professors and research students.
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Introduction

Higher education, as the highest educational level of
society, plays a fundamental role in the growth and
development of society in various dimensions (Talebi
et al., 1400). In this area, the curriculum can act as a
bridge between the macro-level of decision-making
and its micro-level, that is, the university unit where
these programs are to be implemented (Hosseini
Lorgani, 2010). Therefore, designing and validating a
desirable curriculum model that is appropriate for the
country's higher education system in terms of quality
assurance, as well as achieving lofty goals and
contributing to the development and transformation of
the higher education system is important (Hosseini
Lorgani and Mojtaba Zadeh, 2018). The question of
how a research-oriented university can integrate and
embed research into its curriculum in a way that
strengthens student learning and improves the
characteristics and capabilities of graduates is a very
important issue (Howell, 2021). In the meantime, the
teaching-research nexus is important by creating
measurable opportunities for discovering new
knowledge and presenting it in an analytical framework
(Mackenzie et al., 2018). Recently, the meaning of the
word nexus has been the subject of much debate, and
the research-teaching nexus has been proposed as the
best way to face the challenges of the contemporary era
(Lee et al., 2020).

There has been no research conducted that includes
all the elements of the curriculum for the major
subgroup of humanities and seeks to design a linked
curriculum model for this group. In the present study,
an attempt is made to explain the teaching-research
linkage, cover the research gap in the teaching-research
linkage curriculum, and design a curriculum based on
it. Therefore, the present study on the theoretical
foundations of the teaching-research linkage and by
examining the experiences of leading countries will
develop theoretical knowledge in this field, and by
designing a model and validating the teaching-research
linkage curriculum, it can create a significant change in
the design of curricula and educational systems, and

will be useful for higher education, curriculum and
educational planners and instructors.

Method

In the present study, a qualitative approach and a
research synthesis method were used to explain the
curriculum elements. The statistical population
included upstream documents, books, articles,
dissertations, and theses related to the period from 1995
to 2025. After content analysis and axial and selective
coding of the data obtained from the document review,
the initial characteristics of the Nexus curriculum
elements were extracted and then interviews were
conducted with relevant experts and professors, and
their opinions were used to modify the proposed model,
and the final model was presented. MAXQDAZ2020
software was used to analyze the content of the
documents and interviews.

Sampling Procedures

The statistical population of the present research is
documents, printed and electronic resources including
upstream documents, documents, books, articles,
dissertations, theses related to the research topic. For
this purpose, the databases Google scholar, Springer
IranDoc, science Direct, Civilica, Scopus, Web of
Science were consulted. At the beginning of the work,
documents containing the above keywords were
collected, which included 142 sources. The criteria for
each document to be included in the research were that
it had a close relationship with the present research,
was related to after 1995, was in English or Persian, and
was available. Thus, the number of sources was
reduced to 98 sources. Finally, after examining the
scientific validity and abstracts of these documents and
articles, 74 sources were selected for the final analysis.
In reviewing these documents and articles, an attempt
was made to identify existing ideas, opinions, and
propositions related to the teaching-research Nexus
curriculum in these sources, and then the characteristics
of the curriculum elements were determined. Then,
interviews were conducted with relevant experts and
professors, and their opinions were used to modify the
proposed model, and the final model was presented in
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a process of analysis and synthesis in the form of tables
of information and characteristics of the curriculum
elements. The axial and selective coding method and
MAXQDA, 2020 software were used for content
analysis.

Results

According to the findings, in this model, 52 core
codes and 11 optional codes were identified. These
included the following: accepting the temporary and
variable nature of knowledge, relating course content
to new research findings, discovering, interpreting, and
understanding new knowledge, synergy between
research and teaching, promoting a national research
culture, training real researchers, selecting challenging
content, using flexible and interdisciplinary content,
creating process knowledge and skills, emphasizing the
role of professors in curriculum design and using
collaborative and project-based teaching methods,
designing student-centered learning activities, paying
attention to exploratory learning and interpersonal
participation and interaction, employing peer research
groups and interdisciplinary research teams, evaluating
through critigue and summarization of research
conducted or conducting real research by students,

teaching the basic principles of research from the first
semesters of undergraduate studies and culminating in
research in the final semesters, and the need for a rich
and supportive educational environment.

Conclusions

Research enhances teaching by keeping the content
up-to-date and engaging, and a research-teaching nexus
curriculum enriches teaching by making research an
integral part of learning. Therefore, reforms should be
made in higher education curricula to facilitate the
practical use of a blended curriculum in higher
education. Considering the findings of the present
study, it can be claimed that the most effective factor in
designing and implementing a blended curriculum is
the university's support for research faculty and
students, in a way that enables the practical
implementation of a blended curriculum in the
classroom. Regarding learners, higher education
policies should also be reformed in a way that guides
students in this direction.
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