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ABSTRACT

Objective: The aim of the present study was to present and validate a model for
promoting participation of elementary school students.

Method: The research method was qualitative-quantitative, using qualitative content
analysis in the qualitative part and survey method in the quantitative part. The
participants in the qualitative part of this study were 16 professors and experts in the
field of education and training who were selected using theoretical saturation criteria
and criterion-based purposive sampling. The data were collected using semi-structured
interviews and analyzed using inductive content analysis. Then, the components of
promoting student participation were extracted and categorized. In the quantitative part,
according to the Krejci Morgan table (1970), the sample size was determined as 384
people who were selected by the available sampling method. Then, based on the
qualitative part and in order to validate the model of promoting participation of
elementary school students, a questionnaire based on the Likert scale from completely
agree to completely disagree was used.

Results: The findings obtained in the qualitative part included 106 conceptual codes
that were categorized into 5 main concepts and 14 sub-concepts. The model for
improving the participation of elementary school students was developed with five main
components: reforming the education system (4 sub-concepts: reforming educational
policy and improving teacher recruitment and retention, empowering human resources,
and effective monitoring and evaluation), school-related reforms (4 sub-concepts:
utilizing the capacity of the parent-teacher association and redefining the role and duties
of schools, improving the learning process, and reforming the classroom), strengthening
the family system (2 sub-concepts: reforming parenting practices, educating the family),
individual empowerment (2 sub-concepts: strengthening skills and resolving
psychological and behavioral problems), and social development (2 sub-concepts:
increasing collective awareness and improving social welfare).

Conclusions: The model indicators had a good fit. Given the validation of the model,
this model and its components can be used to promote participation in elementary school
students.
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Introduction
The education system is one of the important social

institutions that is responsible for the comprehensive
education of individuals at various levels in society.
One of the most important goals of education is to
socialize students, that is, to prepare them for active
and constructive participation in social life, to gain
awareness of their social rights and to properly utilize
them, to respect the rights of others, and to cooperate
with other members of society. One of the ways to
encourage students to participate in social activities and
decision-making is to participate in groups and
councils composed of peers in schools. The centralized
management of education in the country and the lack
of proper participation of administrators, staff, parents,
and students in decisions related to how to run the
school and how to resolve these problems and
limitations have been overshadowing the country's
education system for many years. The aforementioned
situation has also reduced the effectiveness of schools.
Therefore, today, the need to review and transform this
system in order to decentralize delegation of authority
to collective participation and strengthen ethics and
human relations has been emphasized and approved by
experts in various ways. Through participation in
school curricula and other administrative activities,
students develop leadership skills such as self-
confidence, critical thinking, informed judgment,
decision-making, and effective communication skills.
With this kind of fair and democratic culture, schools
become fundamental units of socialization and
development of children as future leaders and
participating citizens. It seems that for the active
participation of all students in schools, it is necessary
to provide a model to promote participation. Delegating
school affairs and responsibilities to specific students
in some schools reduces the spirit of participation
among students. Adopting appropriate patterns and
models of a culture of participation requires scientific
studies and the use of their results by school and
education officials. In view of this, the present study

seeks to present and validate a model to promote
participation in elementary school students. The
research questions are: What model can be presented to
promote participation in elementary school students? Is
the model for promoting student participation valid?

Method

The research method was qualitative-quantitative,
in which qualitative content analysis was used in the
qualitative part and survey method was used in the
quantitative part. The participants in the qualitative part
were 16 experts in the field of education and training
and primary education who were selected using
theoretical saturation criteria and criterion-based
purposive sampling. The data were collected using
semi-structured interviews and analyzed using
inductive content analysis. Then, the components of
promoting student participation were extracted and
categorized. In the quantitative part, based on the
Krejci-Morgan table (1970), the sample size was
determined to be 384 people, and the available
sampling method was used. Then, based on the
qualitative part and in order to validate the model of
promoting participation of elementary school students,
a 106-item questionnaire based on a five-point Likert
scale from strongly agree (score 5) to strongly disagree
(score 1) was used. In the field study phase, in order to
collect data, 384 questionnaires were distributed and
collected electronically among elementary school
teachers in the country, 17 incomplete questionnaires
were discarded, and 367 questionnaires were analyzed.
To confirm the Lawshe content relative validity
coefficient (CVR), conceptual codes were provided to
15 experts and specialists in the field of early childhood
and elementary education, and 106 codes out of 108
codes were approved. To confirm the reliability of the
questionnaire, Cronbach's alpha coefficient was
calculated. The reliability coefficient for the
questionnaire was 0.913. Confirmatory factor analysis
and AMOS23 software were used to verify the validity
of the model for promoting student participation.
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Results
The findings in the qualitative section included 106

conceptual codes that were categorized into 5 main
concepts and 14 sub-concepts. The model for
promoting participation of elementary school students
was developed with five main components: reforming
the education system (4 sub-concepts: reforming
educational policy and improving teacher recruitment
and retention, empowering human resources, and
effective monitoring and evaluation), school-related
reforms (4 sub-concepts: utilizing the capacity of the
parent-teacher association and redefining the roles and
responsibilities of schools, improving the learning
process, and reforming the classroom), strengthening
the family system (2 sub-concepts: reforming parenting
practices, family education), individual empowerment
(2 sub-concepts: strengthening skills and resolving
psychological and behavioral problems), and social
development (2 sub-concepts: increasing collective
awareness and improving social welfare). Each sub-
concept included a number of conceptual codes. The
model indicators had a good fit.

Conclusions
The data show that the confirmatory factor analysis

of the questionnaire constructs used has a good fit and

the questionnaire constructs show the relevant
variables well. Therefore, it can be said that the model
for promoting student participation has a good fit and
validity, and all the obtained components can be
considered in order to increase the participation of
elementary school students. In the present study,
convenience sampling method was used in the
quantitative part. The lack of use of random sampling
methods is one of the limitations of the present study.
Also, the inherent limitations of research with a
qualitative approach regarding the researcher-
dependent nature of qualitative findings, which is also
true for the findings of the present study in the
qualitative part. This research was conducted in
elementary schools. Given the characteristics of this
period, the results of this study cannot be generalized
to other periods
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